
July 2, 2002 

Public Notice for 401 Certification 

Bailey Ridge Restoration Project – Road upgrades and decommissions 
within the South Branch North Fork Navarro River, 
and removal of a fish barrier on Shingle Mill Creek 

Mendocino County. 

On May 22, 2002 the Regional Water Quality Control Board received an application from Mr. 
Chris Surfleet, Project Coordinator for the Mendocino Redwood Company (MRC), LLC, 
requesting Water Quality Certification pursuant to administrative regulations and the Clean 
Water Act Section 401. 

According to the application submitted in accordance with administrative regulations and Clean 
Water Act Section 401, the proposed project consists of a logging road upgrades and 
decommissions that will protect juvenile coho salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutch) and steelhead 
trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) summer rearing habitat.  The habitat will be protected by 
controlling an estimated 23,970 cubic yards of sediment, which could end up in the South 
Branch North Fork Navarro River. In addition the project will include the removal of a fish 
passage barrier on Shingle Mill Creek in Mendocino County.  The project is considered a 
salmonid restoration project to control stream sedimentation, and the funding is being supplied 
by the California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) and the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS), as well as direct contributions from MRC. 

The Navarro River is listed on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) 303(d) list as 
impaired for sediment and temperature.  According to the Navarro Watershed Restoration Plan 
(Plan), a joint project of the Mendocino County Water Agency and the California Coastal 
Conservancy, the South Branch North Fork Navarro has moderate restoration priority.  The Plan 
also found that excess sediment is the main factor presently limiting coho salmon re-population, 
and about 60 percent of the instream sediment originated from roads.  According to the 
applicant, road sediment source control should be a main strategy to restore and improve coho 
and steelhead habitat within the Navarro River basin. 

The proposed project includes removal of a fish passage barrier on Shingle Creek which will be 
accomplished by removing a culvert that currently has excessive velocities and jump height, and 
replacing it with a bridge. The removal of this barrier will result in the restoration of 
approximately 1.5 miles of spawning and rearing habitat for salmonids.  Approximately 3 miles 
of road is proposed to have sediment control work performed at 12 specific locations.  The 
sediment control work also involves fixing 3 gully erosion sites, removing perched side-cast fill 
material at 6 locations, rock surface 1000 feet of road approaching a watercourse crossing, rock 
armoring one culvert, removing one culvert and replacing with a rocked ford, and the length of 
the road will have drainage improvement work conducted.  Approximately 5.5 miles of 
streamside road is proposed to be abandoned and work performed on 29 specific sediment 
control points. 
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The specifics of road abandonment include pulling fill material at 13 locations, removing 8 
culverts, facilitating road prism drainage, scarifying or ripping the road surface and re-vegetating 
the road prism with native trees.  Additionally, one bridge will be installed over Low Gap Creek 
(road point 41) to maintain a transportation network to the MRC property adjacent to Low Gap 
Creek. The total sediment controlled through the road points and surface erosion reduction is 
estimated to be 23,970 cubic yards. 

According to the City of Santa Rosa, mitigation for this proposed project includes repair of an 
eroding stream bank, installation of biotechnical slope protection and stabilization materials, and 
planting of native riparian plant species.  All mitigation measures will be provided on-site, and 
are incorporated into the design of the project.  One of the major components of the mitigation is 
protection of the existing under-cut bank, which will help to avoid the need for additional in
stream or off-stream habitat mitigation.  The under-cut bank habitat is typical for the California 
freshwater shrimp (State and Federally listed as Endangered), which was once present in Santa 
Rosa Creek, but has not been observed since the late 1960’s. 

A Negative Declaration was issued for the proposed project on May 21, 2001, State 
Clearinghouse No. 2002042013. 

The MRC is working with the USFWS to meet requirements of the Army Corps of Engineers 
Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit, as the project has been partially funded by the agency.  The 
USFWS has worked with the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) to determine applicability of the 
restoration project to a Nationwide Permit No. 27.  The DFG issued a 1603 Lake and Streambed 
Alteration Agreement for the proposed project on August 30, 2001 
(Notification Number:  R3-2001-0751). 

At this point staff at the Regional Water Quality Board are in the process of reviewing the 
proposed project, addressing the decision regarding the issuance of the 401 Permit.  In addition, 
staff will consider all comments received during a 21-day comment period that begins on the 
first date of issuance of this letter.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact staff 
member Andrew Jensen at (707) 576-2683. 
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